MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
of
Friends of Cibola NWR
An Arizona Non-profit Corporation

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Friends of Cibola NWR was held on the 17th day of May
2025 at 10:01 a.m., held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road, Cibola, AZ 85328. John Rosenfeld, Rebecca Notarangelo,
Dave Kaihara, Howard Jenson, were present and participated in the meeting, being all the Directors and
officers, except Andy Anderson who was absent.

Carissa Rosenfeld, Secretary of the Corporation, and treasurer acted as the secretary for the meeting and the
Chairman.
The Chairman announced that a quorum of the Directors was present, and that the meeting, having been
duly convened, was ready to proceed with its business.
1) Reading of the previous minutes
a. The previous minutes were read. Dave Kaihara made a motion to accept the minutes as read and
Howard Jenson seconded the motion, the motion was carried.

2) Treasurer’s Report

a. Membership: 177
b. Educational Outreach: $1,240.62
C. Financial Report:

1.
Current Bank balance $8824.91
Available Bank balance $7584.29
March
Blythe Chamber of Commerce nonprofit membership renewal $115
Fishing Clinic food $39.45

*For further detailed information regarding expenses, please contact Friends of Cibola NWR
d. Jr. Waterfowl Savings: $3,467.70 (received $.39 interest in March)

€. Secretary Budget: $94.62
f. Volunteer Hours: 1,133 hours (Includes Unit 2 clearing + Fishing Clinic)

3)  U.SFish & Wildlife Service
I.  Unit 2 clearing of 5 south blinds and next steps

i. Originally the area was going to be disced with a regular tractor, however there are a lot of
sticks leftover in the area, which will lead to numerous tire repairs. Therefore, it was
decided to utilize a piece of equipment known as a challenger, which has tracks instead of
tires to pull the disc. The challenger has a track adjuster that went out. It tried to get fixed
at Caterpillar in Yuma, AZ but they were unable to work on it, so the equipment was taken
to another place to get the repair needed done. Once the repair is done, we hope to have it
up in the area sometime in June to do the work.

ii. Once the area is disced, if salt cedars start to grow, the backhoe will be utilized to remove
the invasive plants. However, it has been noticed that with the Tamarisk beetle when a salt



VI.

VII.

ceder starts to try to grow, the beetle will eat the plant and eventually kill off the salt ceder.
So, the beetle may kill off the plant before equipment is needed to remove them.

iii. Burning of the brush is expected to take place sometime in the winter by the Fish & Wildlife
Service fire crew.

What the refuge needs assistance with from the Friends group

i. I (Chris Lohrengel) have compiled a list that’s on my work computer in my office. Some of
the things that the Refuge needs help with is things like stocking the Brochures, changing
the trashcans, lobbying for the refuge and the Fish and Wildlife in general. With Cibola not
having any staff, | don’t see us getting anyone until the beginning of the calendar year, and
if they do lift the hiring freeze, everyone across the Fish & Wildlife Service will be trying to
hire and it will take forever to get anything through.

Updates on staffing and changes to the management of Cibola NWR

i. Thereis still a hiring freeze. We are unable to lateralize anyone unless it’s at full
performance levels. | (Chris Lohrengel) recently had to submit what our critical positions
were. Out of the three positions submitted, two of those positions were the Cibola Manager
and the Cibola maintenance positions. The third position was the manager at Imperial.

ii. They’'re moving a lot of the HR contracting budgeting position out of all the different DOI
(Department of Interior) entities, Park Service, Fish & Wildlife, BLM and putting them under
DOI. With early retirements and resignations, the Fish and Wildlife Service has lost roughly
somewhere between 2,500-3,000 people out of the 8,500 employees for the Fish and
Wildlife Service.

Updates for the materials we provided for the deer crossings

i. The Friends group provided enough materials to build 4 deer crossings. Out of the four deer
crossings, the Refuge volunteers were able to build and install 2 of them. The other 2 deer
crossings will be built and installed when the Refuge volunteers come back.

Flooding for early arrivals

i. The goalis to start and try to get pond 11 in the Island Unit moist soil units flooded up for
early arrivals and to try to stay on top of it more this year. We have a volunteer trained for
flooding is they are available, as well as some of the refuge volunteers from last year will be
coming back in October instead of November to try and do watering as well. One of the
problems we experienced last year was not having anyone to mow the area prior to
flooding and when we were able to get someone, it was late, which delayed watering.

Youth Fishing Clinic

i. Both Chris Lohrengel and Ken Carver, thanked the Friends group for the event noting that it

seemed to run smoother this year than last year’s event.
Federal Fish & Wildlife Officer

i. Officer Ken Carver mentioned that with the summer months the focus of law enforcement
starts to be up in Imperial because of the watercraft season and that another law
enforcement officer from Lake Havasu will be coming to help assist with the Cibola area.

ii. Law enforcement officials’ current level of personnel are still the same and have not been
affected, while also noting that nobody is leaving anytime soon.
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a.
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Old Unfinished Business

Jr Ranger program- tabled

Fishing Clinic and how it turned out

I. A bunch of information was compiled and is currently being organized to be presented at the next
meeting in June.

i. Out of 22 people who registered for the event, 19 of them showed.

II.  Arizona Game and Fish Department posted the event on the Outdoor Skills Calendar with the May
3™ date in which Carissa Rosenfeld forgot to update the event with the correct date of April 26%™.
This was the first year that Arizona Game & Fish posted this event in their Outdoor Skills Calendar.
The date change was to better accommodate the schedule of one of the sponsors assisting with the
event. As a result, there were a few folks who showed up on May 3™ for the event. Apology letters
were sent out to those individuals regarding the error.
Follow up with Compton Ag reimbursement
I.  Compton Ag has not received anything yet from U.S Fish & Wildlife- Chris Lohrengel will follow up
with Sally on Monday.
Online Nature Rewards-pending

Butterfly garden- still need to purchase kit and successfully grow plants.

New Business

The new proposed start up program: The Friends of Cibola NWR would like to receive donations of clothing
(For adults & kids) + supplies for the community of Cibola and surrounding areas to provide free of charge
to those in need.

I.  John Rosenfeld made a motion to start up the program, Rebecca Notarangelo seconded the
motion; the motion was carried.

Island Unit future workdays for the blinds

I.  Howard mentioned that some of the blinds on the Island Unit needed some work. Blinds repairs
will be done sometime in the fall prior to the hunting season, most likely when we go and set the
benches up.

Directors’ membership challenge coming up in September

I.  The membership challenge for directors will start in September and will be discussed further at the
June meeting.

Local Sportsman’s grant coming up in the next few months

I.  The grant that funds the Youth waterfowl camp will be coming up in June or July.
Miscellaneous

I.  None
Next Meeting- 06/28/25 @ 10am to be held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road, Cibola, AZ 85328

I. A tentative board meeting was set for 08/30/25 @ 10am to be held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road,
Cibola, AZ 85328

Call to the public-
a) None at this time




Next meeting will be held June 28th at 10:00am to be held at 66600 Cibola Lake Road, Cibola, AZ 85328.
There being no further business to be transacted upon motion duly made by Rebecca Notarangelo to adjourn the
meeting, Dave Kaihara seconded and carried the motion, the meeting was adjourned at 10:51 am.

SECRETARY/Carissa Rosenfeld
I, the undersigned Director of Friends of Cibola NWR hereby approve the contents of the foregoing
minutes from the meeting held on the 17th day of May 2025.

DIRECTOR



