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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

of 

Friends of Cibola NWR 

An Arizona Non-profit Corporation 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Friends of Cibola NWR was held on the 30th day of 

August 2025 at 10:00 a.m., held at 65771 North Currey Lane, Cibola, AZ 85328. John Rosenfeld, Rebecca 

Notarangelo, Dave Kaihara, and Andy Anderson were present and participated in the meeting, being all the 

Directors and officers except Howard Jenson who was absent. 

 
     Carissa Rosenfeld, Secretary of the Corporation, and treasurer acted as the secretary for the meeting and the 

Chairman. 

The Chairman announced that a quorum of the Directors was present, and that the meeting, having been 

duly convened, was ready to proceed with its business. 

1) Reading of the previous minutes 
a.  The previous minutes were read. Dave Kaihara made a motion to accept the minutes as read and 

Rebecca Notarangelo seconded the motion; the motion was carried. 

2) Treasurer’s Report 

a. Membership: 154 

b. Educational Outreach: $1,200.08 

c. Financial Report:   

1.  

 Current Bank balance $10,107.40 

 Available Bank balance $8,907.32 

July   

 30 sets blank sublimation A4-120 pieces jigsaw puzzles $27.71 

 Food & Drinks for Volunteers for clothes drive $34.22 

 5,000 sheets of printer paper + 10 pack of Teflon sheets 
nonstick 12”x16” for heat press 

$58.61 

August   

 Annual Insurance renewal $2,012.40 

 *For further detailed information regarding expenses, please contact Friends of Cibola NWR 

d. Jr. Waterfowl Savings: $3,468.13 

e. Secretary Budget: $94.62 

f. Volunteer Hours: 1,376 hours  

3) U.S Fish & Wildlife Service-not present 

a. Updates: 

i. General, Unit 2 clearing of 5 south blinds- is challenger on site, fertilizer reimbursement, & 

future plantings for dove? 

1. Unit 2 clearing update: Challenger that was going to be used has a track that is about 

to come off, or it’s starting to split and if they use it and it splits, it’s $20,000 to 

repair it. The repair would have to be done in the field, which would cost extra. They 

will probably end up using one of the tractors with the disc. Chris Lohrengel has 
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spoken with Corbett who has a D6 with a root rake, in which they may be willing to 

help out and do that. With the cost of the possible repair for the challenger, it would 

be better in the long run financially to replace tires on the tractor seeing as 12 tires 

could be replaced for the cost of fixing the challenger. Corbett may be interested in 

planting Bermuda grass in the fields once they have been cleared. 

2. Fertilizer reimbursement: The company won’t refund the money even if the refuge 

pays for it. It has also been too long for the refuge to do the reimbursement as well. 

Regarding future plantings to try and use the fertilizer, Chris Lohrengel has spoken to 

his supervisor about planting and with the staffing shortages, they don’t have the 

capacity to plant right now and don’t know what’s coming down the road. 

3. Unit 2 clearing of the south blinds: After the dove season is over, they hope to be 

able to get into the area to start trying to bust up the roots of what had grown in the 

area. They plan on burning the North side of Hart Mine Marsh, and when they do 

that will burn the piles in the south fields of Unit 2. That should prepare the area for 

the discing in the spring for Corbett to plant Bermuda grass. 

b. Youth Waterfowl Camp- flooding of the ponds 

1. It is a priority this year for the ponds to be filled with water. This year the volunteers 

that were here last year will be coming back in October to try and make sure about 

running water for the ponds. 

2. The Fish & Wildlife service has posted what they got from the Bureau of Reclamation 

on predicted water levels during this season. From what information was received, 

the river levels will look like what we have since over the past 2-3 years. From what 

Chris has observed is that regarding the gauge on the bridge for water levels, have 

been a little conservative. 

3. With Corbett having a new person regarding irrigation and being more responsible 

than past folks, he has had before. The refuge has been able to work with the new 

irrigator to where they will run water until they need it and will switch the water 

back and forth as needed, which will keep the water going where it needs to go as 

long as the river level permits. This method is hoped to be able to keep the water 

running for longer periods than they have done in the past. 

4. Regarding sending or creating a flood schedule, as they have done so in the past, 

they will not be doing it this year, as in year’s past, something always tends to 

happen, and it doesn’t work. Once dove season is over, the refuge will really start to 

flood things up on the Island unit. The west pond should be pretty good now. 

4) Old Unfinished Business  

a. Jr. Ranger program-tabled 

b. Website  

a. Security, changes, online Nature Rewards, & information page 

i. Since the securing of the website, there have been no other issues. 
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ii. Regarding changes, the projects page has been getting worked on and the pages for the 

Nature Rewards is up but still under construction. Those pages getting worked on have a 

notification of being under construction. An information page still needs to be added. 

c. Butterfly garden & kit 

a. Weather needs to cool off before we can try to plant plants as the hot weather killed off the 

last batch of plants. The caterpillars arrived dead in transport due to the hot weather and 

shipping vehicles do not have air conditioning. We need to wait till after the weather cools off 

to redeem the voucher provided to us.  

d. River Rates Clothes and More Drive 

1) Performance of event/participation 

i The event was advertised like the walk. Majority of those who 

showed were from the local community of Cibola. 

ii A church in Blythe, CA had taken up a donation of items and provided 

them to us on the day of the event. These items filled up the back of 

a truck that transported the items to us. We sent the people back 

with some of the items such as shoes. 

iii We had a company provide a bunch of new shoes to give out. 

iv We had several volunteers help us hand out the items to those who 

showed up. 

v The Cibola National Wildlife Refuge allowed us to have the event in 

the overflow parking lot. With having a volunteer get over heated, we 

spoke with the refuge about having access to the Visitor Center for a 

cooling station. 

1 Because of the time of day, the volunteer getting over heated, 

and it being our first event, the hours of the event could be 

modified to a shorter time frame as no one really showed up 

after 11am. 

2) 2 T-shirts for volunteers-requested 

1) Rebecca Notarangelo made a motion to provide 3 volunteers t-shirts, 

Dave Kaihara, seconded the motion; the motion was carried. 

e. Directors’ membership challenge 

a. Membership challenge started in August and will end at the end of September. 

5) New Business 

a. The Oxbow bridge burning down/ social media 

I. We tried to help inform the public of the Oxbow bridge burning down through social media and the 

various news organizations. 

b. Water trailer for small fires? 

I. It was discussed about trying to put together a trailer that could be connected to a truck to help 

with putting out small fires. More research needs to be done and discussed in further detail. 
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c. Workdays 

1. Dove & Waterfowl season + blind repairs 

a. It was agreed that the banners and trashcans not be put out like normal for 

the dove season due to not being able to assist in the year’s planting, and as 

such with the dove populations not being present in the area, there would 

not be a lot of hunters in the area to utilize the efforts put forth. 

b. Regarding the waterfowl season, due to the 5 missing benches, the directors 

have agreed that the benches will not be placed, and blind repairs will be 

made as needed during the setup of the Youth Waterfowl camp. This is also 

due to that if the pipeline project starts in the spring, some of the blinds will 

have to be relocated. 

d. Newsletter-wildlife spotlight 

I. We were able to find a former Western Outdoor News writer that we contacted to have permission 

to publish a previous article published in the Western Outdoor News. This writer has also offered 

the assistance with the newsletter of providing us additional articles that have already been 

previously written. 

e. Membership booth 

I. A membership booth will be placed at the Karl’z Country Store in Cibola, AZ for opening day only. 

This decision was made based on the weather conditions and previous year’s success rate. 

f. Membership portal access/renewal reminders 

I. We were recently able to start offering through our accounting program membership portal access 

which allows the people to have access to previous year’s donations as well as to see if any new 

invoices are due such as membership renewals. 

g. Volunteer appreciation day-planning 

I. It was decided that even though we had decided to have a volunteer appreciation day for the 

volunteers, and that it was discussed about having the event at the refuge, during the week, that it 

would be better to have the event on the weekend. With not knowing if we would be able to be 

accommodated up at the refuge for a weekend event, plans will be made to have this event held 

off of the refuge. 

h. Youth Waterfowl Camp  

1. Insurance renewal, grant, registration & mentors. 

a. Insurance renewal has already taken place in which there was no increase 

from last year’s rate. The grant has already been submitted, but we have yet 

to be notified of whether or not we were awarded. Registration is to open 

October 1st of this year, and an email to find mentors will need to be sent out 

to find out how many people we have now for the event. 

i. Miscellaneous 

I. Next Clothes drive is tentatively scheduled for October 25th. 

6) Next Meeting- 11/01/2025 

7) Call to the public-  
a)  None at this time 
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Next meeting will be held Tentatively November 1st at 10:00am to be held at 65771 North Currey Lane, Cibola, 

AZ 85328. There being no further business to be transacted upon motion duly made by Andy Anderson to 

adjourn the meeting, Dave Kaihara seconded and carried the motion, the meeting was adjourned at 10:58 am. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
SECRETARY/Carissa Rosenfeld 

   I, the undersigned Director of Friends of Cibola NWR hereby approve the contents of the foregoing 

minutes from the meeting held on the 30th day of August 2025. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________  
DIRECTOR 

 

 


